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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to connnnunication(s) filed on 23 February 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim{s) 7-5,8, 72. 15-19 and 31-33 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) . is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-5,8,12,15-19,31-33 is/are reiected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 1Z] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)0 accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawlng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)\Z\ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
Claim Objections — Withdrawn 

1. Claims 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, and 19 were objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form. The amendments and arguments present overcome/obviate the 
objection(s). 

Response To Arguments 

1 . The remarks indicate that the claims, as amended "specifically recite the centrifugally 

operative structure." The recitation of the suggested structure is not in the claims, nor is any 
other structure that would overcome the rejection(s). The arguments are not persuasive except 
with respect to new claim 33. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112-Maintained/New 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-12, 15-19, 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as based 
on a disclosure which is not enabling. The manner in which centrifugal force is operative to 
produce the claimed effects is critical or essential to the practice of the invention, but not 
included in the claim(s) is not enabled by the disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 1 88 
USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). The claims lack any biased structure or other centrifugally operative 
structure. 
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3. As was previously indicated the claims recite so little structure (namely a shaft and a 
wafer backside plate and now a slot) that the claims fail to meet the statutory requirements for 
defmiteness. While it has been argued that figure 16 illustrates the components of claim 1. This 
statement is not accepted because the claim fails to disclose a slot, a pin, and the 
interconnectivity of the components. The absence of any one of these critical components would 
justify this rejection. Also noted: no spring-biased pin recited. The arrow of the figure 16 clears 
op some ambiguity and in conjunction with the recitation in claim 33 appears to distinguish the 
claim from the prior art of record. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
faiUng to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. A wafer is referred to in the last line of claim 33, it is unclear how this wafer 
relates to, or interconnects with the apparatus, the problem is compounded because the claim 
apparently fails to actively recite the wafer elsewhere in the claim. 

Conclusion 

1. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time pohcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Gentle E. Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272-1310. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Randy P. Gulakowski can be reached on (571) 272-1302. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

8. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 273-1310. 



Gentle E. Winter 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1746 
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RANDY GUlAKOWSKI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHWOLGGY CENTER 1700 




